Dental surgery has assumed such importance within the last few years as to place it much above the position which was at one time assigned it, when barbers and blacksmiths were about the only representatives of the profession. 
have but little faith in dentistry and who boast of never having required dental operations ; but it is generallyfound that they are blessed with very sound teeth and consequently, would have about as much occasion to employ a dentist as a perfectly healthy man would in calling in a physician. And The insertion of artificial teeth on plates was not included in the operations allowed. In some instances pivot teeth were inserted or readjusted, and in this connection it might not be out of place to mention a plan adopted by the writer for securing a more perfect adaptation of the tooth to the fang. It consisted of a piece of thin rubber introduced between the tooth and fang in the shape of an "0," through which the pivot entered the fang. In readjusting these teeth, it was often the case that the fang after being filed, caused the old tooth to be so much shortened as to be useless, which in a time of great scarcity of materials was no trifling consideration. By the use of the rubber the tooth was not only lengthened sufficiently to be used again but it was found that moisture was entirely excluded as long as the pivot remained firm, thereby adding greatly to the preservation of the fang.
The experiment of dental surgery in hospitals having been received with such universal favor, dentists were assigned to the most important points thoroughout the 
